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Senator Richard Schweiker (Attn Dave harston) 

Senate Office Bldg* 

Washington, D.C. 20505 

Deer Senator Sohwwilrar, 

Come hell, high water or anything other than a zale of subsidiary rights, a week 
from today Post Mortem td 11 bo released with pejmission to quote 750 words other than 
In a TV special ac distinguished from a straight news account. 

As of ncjfw there remain several poaaibiiiiiaa of the sale of rights in this 
oountry, one abroad. I do net expect anything to com* of any one and I have as a 
precondition a press conference for prior to a vekk from today* Ay reason has to do 
slth the sass— audience CBS s£ta updated videowhitevask of the JFK assassination now 
scheduled for a few days later. TbtanCHS show has the capability of adding interest 
to this new book but it will also, if unopposed and unchallenged, striou^^ii^nish 
your possibilities. I'fe been through this Defore, many tiaes. 

Unt il this week ay mobility lias been reduced ainca you saw me on crutches a 
couth ago. However, neither the illness nor the hospitalization made it impossible for 
ae to uork. In the hospital I worked out a position paper for af«othor eovaiittee, from 
wM n'n I heard frequently, as recently as yesterday. I have filed a new FOIA suit and 
have initialed perhaps a hale^ dozen more, each pinpointed for the kind of evidence 
1 want for ay work ana 1 believe you wili for yours. 

Meanwhile, I'm following tie doctor's orders literally. I know what X oan and 
cannot do and I full) expect to do a large part of what Is not proscribed. If 1 have to 

-do it alone, as had happened in the past, I will make tise effort and will end with 

more than* enough success. 

You I hnve different problems. As I tried to suggest cm ouS meeting a month 

ngr* you have much less tim& iuimediate nada 1 do not sec. you meeting. Szcept for 

an infrequent note to Dave I have been silent. I think subsequent events have told 
Dave my forecasts were correct. lou used the wrong people at the wrong ti-e for the 
wrong objectives. Be aides, cm that flapping of wings to Mississippi I had done what 
to theta ruji co uld be done and under the present conditions I mill th« results 

with nobody until X am satisfied the time and approach are right. Neither now nor 
whan this adventure mas launched for you mas either condition ripe and the mean? by which 
it was attempted were the greatest of handicaps. 

Yesterday I received from Gary Schooner, with whom I used to ue close, a copy 
of aau.ii of hia codreopondence with your coandttee, exciting to ^*ary, depressing to ob. 

The results are not indicated and the final part, where 1 personally took u ary to the 
doover daughter. Is not indicated. But this is all wrong for you now. It is the one way 
I see you defeating yourself. I can only imagine how many of these there f have been. Orestes 
Pans is another. I asked him to wait until the time is right nd he didn t and 1 aare 
say that the values he holds remain unknown to you and your staff. Icing along with this 
your etaff baa consulted me an oont of these things all af which I have worked on, some 
alone end some to show others they led nowhere. 

l'ou will remember I told you I can be blunt and that X owe you blunta&se. X could 
have been such sore blunt at that meeting and it is not the considerable pain that deter- 
red me* However, I think this month, despite have's illness aau the banclicj® that aeans 
for you, put? you In a position to look back and ask what you have as a consequence of 



tnis work. And to compare it vitH what you .sight have added to the work I waa and. am 
prepared to give you. lou sight recall that I predicted the Edwards subcommittee would 
-et nowhere because It lacked knowledge and would be depending on the unde Readable. 1 
also told ycu I would stay away from that subcommittee. 

The nature o £ my situation makes real selfishness impossible. So, when 1 appear 
4* be serving self -interest and try to it is never a selfish intereatjf^hat X try to 
serve, without the oust commercial oistributioa of a jgoot and tne means of promoting 
and advertising it successfully and extensively the book has no real commercial prospect. 
When 1 learned this years ago it made >oajor changes in what 1 do. it has required that 
I do what becomes an adued liability. Because I regnra it as necessary, whether or not 
ay judgement is correct, 1 do it. thus taere are aauy literary and journalistic liabili- 
ties built into Post durtem only some ox which are the consequence of the limitations 
under which 1 work. 1 am aware of those. 

1 also do nhat is entirely unselfish, kcong the reoent ones have been wtet 
should in time help you. 1 showed nes Whitten, while 1 was in the hospital, how to 
establish tne existence of all those FBI back channels and whe was involved in then. 

If you hold hearings on this you now have all the leads you need and * have names other 
than Mia used or wont for. I have initiated other efforts the end result of which can 
cost you nothing and success in which can mean much to you. Because you will not figure 
in any of this except as beneficiary 3JT it works you will have xo possibility of briig 
hurt or your efforts jeopardised. The first overt effort is about 10 days away. I am 
attempting, through the limited nea&a I have to arrange otters. 

(I have not aetwa today's Post so I <aicw only hat I’ve been told aoout its 
indvrsen column. After reading yesterday’ a I triad to reach ^s, who waa aoc huoe. 

Both columns are largely inaccurate. That psychiatric meeting was rot a member executive 
session and it is not one of those still withheld. I’ve had it for years ana analysed 
It years ago. The treatment of the Jackie column earlier in the weak wan tteir formula 
and does not include «£nas great value for you if and whan you get off the ground.) 

The time has cosc for aa? to hold a press conference, rite a I had fchs book close 

to being printed I spoke to a reporter friend with a major newspaper in the hope that 
he would be as»iign«d to the story. fte paper assigned ar.otlser, a competent nan withort 
the factual background and with the customary hangups on the * object. The first reporter 
had promised to arrange a press conference for ^e. 4 t la now impossible. I can and if 
necessary will arrange my own. I have several copies of the bocks out, embargoed, to give 
those papers the opportunity tc read and assess it. ikmcvrsr, the political develop*. mta 
of the past weok interpose serlnSs problems. Tomorrow I will be initiating other efforts, 
this time «li.w»i at vte wire services only. 

If it r»ets with your appromal and you gee no ?e”sonal liability in it I believe 
the ideal way to handle this is my gilalng the book and ail its backstopping to you l-As 
coming Friday, embargoed until Sunday a.an papery, which permits evening TV news cover- 
age, Accept for what some reported nay have read prior to than this will pretty ouch 
Halt the reporters to what I flay ana show. At best this can be no aoiv than a teaser 
for what you may do. I propose to use what can’t be refuted and what will be advanced by 
any effort at refutation. It had these davnatages: ycu’ 11 be separated fres elves and 
the like and yin will have solid and entirely new evidence nobody else has, mors than 
e no u g h to let your colleagues and the -ajor aadia know that you have a solid evidentiary 
base for a real investigation. 1 have in mind linri tin this to the sycophant's cry for 
what is "new. " as you have seen, that which In called "old" gets no attention. Thera is 
more than I have in the book ana there is the most significant in the book that the 
moot perceptive of reporters will not detectmfi unless^ point it out. 



The advantage for ae is o brio us. It increases the possibilities of major- 
tacJia attention. I suggest this also becojaes an advantage for you* 

There is anotnar advantage for you. XU. £ have observed the enormously reduced 
public interest in your efforts. While I do not know how much of this has been your 
dssiro 1 do know that if the ^>res s bad really gone for what you said after the initial 
reporting «ith or without your aaaiatanot* there would havs been more and new stories. 

% belief Is that you have reached the outer limit of that approach and with it not 
enhanced your credibility with the proas. What has come back to m ays this* These 
reporters have lived through too ..uch of tnat. 

While I do not depend on it and have no ear.uranees, when for so long I heard 
nothing from you I suade a similar proposal to others whose legislative authority in 
considerably ao re lied ted than yours. On the staff level It has approfival. If any- 
tiling comes of it n.y own view is that were something like this to happen Jointly all 
interests would be better served* including personal and political interests other 
than mine, aau that the presenting of anything lire a united Congressional front to 
the madia would be a definite plus. 

ho matter what does or doee not happen* I will *&nl to on all I can to help 
all those in Congress the seriou lnnusnen at whose efforts £ believe in. However, X 
do have new limitations* fluty will last for some ;xae, ana i havo my own work I w*mt 
to vuraua • I will hav^ to opens an enormous amount of time merely matcLn- a minimal 
effort with rest .-jorteu* The is elemental ait. oasis on which i have to work baa required 
that I spend all ay rest periods Hosing stamps on the Bailing I'll be sending out 
as soon a i the oook i a released. If thi-; is not the way I prefer spending tins it is 
the need and 1 stcet it whi_6 ay wife does what - he nas to, including updating our 
mailing list. I've had flyers printed since getting back fwd’^tiia hospital end 1 havo 
local friends whe ^‘insertia.v: them in onvrlopea* 'dh^n I havo ao choice but spend tiise 
licking and sticking thousands of stamps 1 do have less time to devote to what can 
bo of help to others and to carrying ay own work forward. 

Please do not misunderstand me. I can think of many ya3«ia why you may not 
want to have a press conference with us and. if you delias I viijL act hold it egsunst 
you. I do think it will be helpful to our cobrvcwi interest., And I do know that if 
somethin^ like till? is net done the result will to licit what I will be able tc do 
on a level other than licking rrtanps. Despite several otlwr oblisailcsis in the week 
ahead 1 oxoect to have sll the stamps licked before the und of the woe k. 

X am absolutely certain that in head-to-head sworn testimony where others and 
1 are made publicly aware of wliat we know anyway* Use penalties of perjury, this thing 
will coLie apart in a limited number of ways* I am without fear of any rink on my part* 

I am told by ay doctor— I hove asked. - that emotional -'train does not present any 
jeopardy to my health. P*y past ,J ith thp Senate -nd in other pursuite leaves c:e without 
doubt that this kind of approach holds high prospect, is also the natural kine of 
dramatic situation for which as a generality the press does go. Ae a young can I used 
it myself and never knew it not to work. 

limit* ta&au this time because I will very snortly have to uiaice decisions that 
will control what 1 will and will not be able to oo. If you agree X think that aside 
froa the simple matter of' arranging for tne meeting <itn the press there are acme 
advance steps you should taia. A bia oeans mostly the serving subpoenaes on people 

I can readi^ily identify for you, more and other than * ai^jyatec to you a ^enth ago. 

Whatever you decide* I do wioh you success and good luck. 

Sincerely, 



Harold slabs rg 



